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Definitions of Freedom: 

To be free is to be self-caused; if something is caused by something external/outside of itself, it is 
not free. 

Freedom is also the ability to do differently; if something can only do one thing and it cannot 
change its fate, it is not free. 


Proposition 1: Our choices are mental occurrences and are products of our 
consciousness. 


Proof: This is generally self-evident, but I will provide a further explanation. 
When we speak of “ourselves” being free, we are talking about ourselves as conscious beings. If 
someone is in a coma and their arm moves impulsively, or they were to grab onto something, 
they are not free in their choice, it is bodily impulse. Plants and objects are not free, humans and 
animals apparently are, the only difference is consciousness. 


Proposition 2: Everything that happens mentally/consciously is represented in the 
physical universe. 


Proof: This is evident via neuroscience. Neuroscience is a study of the nervous 
system and mind conducted chemically (neurons, electric pulses, etc.). The typical interpretation 
within neuroscience is that everything that is experienced consciously has a material origin (it 
can be represented in matter, more specifically, within the neurons and other chemicals that 
constitute the brain). When you experience a feeling or make a decision, it corresponds to a place 
in the brain physically. We experience what the eyes see consciously (you are experiencing 
seeing this paper, right?), but we can also study the eye and determine what exactly any 
particular eye is seeing by studying how light is hitting it as such and such angle. We don’t need 
to experience what an eye sees to know what an eye sees, we can determine it scientifically. 
Same thing goes for the brain. Hypothetically, if the technology existed, we could take all the 
material in the brain and present an accurate image of what that mind’s consciousness is 


experiencing. 


Proposition 3: Everything represented physically (traditional matter), follows predictable 
laws of physics. 


Proof: Hopefully this isn’t necessary, so I will keep it simple. When it comes to 
traditional matter (i.e. excluding black holes and subatomic particles), there has never been an 
observed lapse in the laws of physics. Basically, the laws of physics always apply to chemicals 
and objects, no exceptions. If there were exceptions on a level that basic, conducting the science 
of physics would be absolutely impossible. 


Proposition 4: Everything in the mind is predictable and all of its behavior is subject to 
the laws of physics. 


Proof: This conclusion follows from Propositions 2 & 3. 


Proposition 5: Every decision made by the mind is predictable and subject to the laws of 
physics. 


Proof: This conclusion follows from Propositions 1 & 4. 


Proposition 6 and Conclusion: The mind (and in essence, the person), is not free. 


Proof: This conclusion follows from Proposition 5 and the Definitions of 
Freedom given. Because the mind is eternally subject to the laws of physics (it being simple 
matter and not having that fact proven otherwise), it is not self-caused, and thus, not free. The 
mind is another machine in the universe, part of the cosmic flow, unable to do anything by itself. 
The mind is also not able to do otherwise; the conclusions of physics are not changeable, they are 
predetermined and can be followed logically. There is no room for the human mind to change 
what it was always destined to do, and thus, it is not free. 


Additional Proof: We all know of the law of conservation of energy: energy and 
matter cannot be created nor destroyed. The amount of matter in the universe stays constant. 
Though the latter part of the definition has been called into question, the idea that matter cannot 
be created is near universally accepted as law. In order for the mind to be free, it must be 
self-caused, but what causes the mind and consciousness to move is matter and energy. So, in 


order for the mind to have any freedom, it must create its own matter and energy. This, for one, is 


theoretically impossible, and two, has never been demonstrated in the history of science or the 


known universe. 


